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 The 36th General Chapter 
 Brothers of the Sacred Heart 
 From an American, first-timer’s perspective 
 (continued) 
 
 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 
 
Our morning 
and evening 
prayer leader 
this day was 
Brother Ivy 
LeBlanc.  He, 
too, picked up 
on our third 

Chapter theme of “A Meaningful Presence to the Young.”  We were going to need 
some solid prayer.  It looked as if Thursday was going to be a completely full day – 
much like many airline flights.  And it was – completely full! 
 

We started the morning in regular fashion.  Brother Mark 
opened the day with his comments.  This time, however, he 
showed a picture of Brother Norbert (John McAuliffe), a 
brother from the U.S. Province whose cause for 
beatification is before the Dicastery for Saints.  It was 
important to note that Brother Norbert’s cause is actually 
being promoted by the Bishops of Uganda.  Known as the 
“man who prays,” Brother Norbert was a missionary whose 
journey through life Brother Mark quickly summarized.  
This was 

important because Brother José 
Ignacio was not present in the 
Chapter hall this morning.  He 
had been summoned to the 
Vatican and to this Dicastery.  It 
seems that the cardinals had met 
to review the positio, i.e. life 
story, of Brother Norbert the 
previous day, and we were 
hoping to hear something of their 
decision.  In this first stage of the cause, the cardinals must decide on the heroicity 
of Norbert’s virtues.  If they view that he is worthy, Brother Norbert would be the 
second brother of the Institute, together with Brother Polycarp, to be declared 
venerable, and the way for his beatification and ultimate canonization would be set 
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in motion.  (As of the publication of this blog entry, we have no further word.  It 
seems that Brother José Ignacio was simply summoned to answer some questions 
and to complete some further paperwork.) 

 
Following Brother Mark’s remarks, we welcomed John 
Devlin to the Chapter hall.  John was the first lay 
partner in mission to arrive for the presentations next 
week.  We then continued to review the agenda for the 
day and to approve the previous few sessions’ minutes.  
Then, we jumped, one last time, into topic #3 and the 
final wording of the proposal.   
 
We took several “straw votes” on various phrases of 
what seemed very close to being our final draft, and put 

this topic aside.  Next up was the vocation proposal – finally! 
 
The newly translated proposal on vocation ministry was generally well received.  
Much to my pleasant surprise, there was a good amount of conversation on the 
topic.  No one was against the proposal; and, in fact, most people were fairly 
comfortable with the wording.  But, several suggestions for improvement were 
made, and a straw vote was quite favorable to our original version.  Thanks to 
Brother Luc Boudreault, Brother Emilio and I were given an opportunity to revise 
the proposal in light of the conversation that had taken place even though our time 
was up.  We knew we’d have it almost perfect by 
the next time we would come before the assembly: 
next Tuesday.  We’ll see where it all takes us. 
 
The Chapter turned its attention to reconsidering 
several decisions of the 2012 General Chapter.  
The Pre-Chapter Assemblies had almost 
unanimously agreed – to a man – on each of the 
recommendations made by the Chapter 
Preparation Committee.  It took longer to follow 
the protocols concerning each proposal, i.e. 
reading, moving, and seconding the proposals 
and opening and closing the floor for 
conversation, etc., then it did to adopt each.  It 
was a necessary and important process, nonetheless. 
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We had another exciting couple of moments when our 
new Superior General announced his nominees for 
General Secretary and General Treasurer.  (We had 
initially seen the references to such proposals on our 
agendas, but the actual proposals were not in our 
morning stack of papers for the day.  In fact, it wasn’t 
until the moderator announced the item on the agenda 
that they were distributed to the assembly. 
 
Brother Albert Faye, a brother from Senegal who had 
assumed the position in the middle of the last Superior 
General’s term, was nominated to continue as General 
Secretary.  This was a tremendous vote of confidence 

in Brother Albert, and everyone took the nomination as such.  He was unanimously 
elected – save one vote – his!  The assembly gave him a rousing round of applause. 
 
Next, Brother Raphael Hernández Lostao from Spain, the current local superior, 
was nominated to be the General Treasurer.  A couple of questions from the floor 
were asked to have Raphael’s Provincial, Brother Carlos, elaborate on the 
qualifications of the nominee.  Brother José Ignacio, a good friend of Brother  
Raphael, also chimed in on the nominee’s experience and expertise.  In the end, he, 
too, received all but one vote, and the 
assembly spontaneously erupted into 
applause.   
 
What was truly amazing was that next 
on our agenda was the presentation on 
and distribution of the newly revised 
Formation Guide.  It has been spoken of 
no less than one or two times each 
session of the Chapter, and then we 
were seemingly teased by having the 
texts brought into the room and placed on a table in plain 

view of the delegates.  The time had finally arrived.  It 
was on our agenda, and we were ready.  Today was the 
day.  After twelve years in the making, the revision would 
be promulgated.  When the silence had almost reached 
fever pitch, Brother Allain, our moderator, simply pointed 
out that our time for the morning session had expired, and 
so the distribution of the Formation Guide would have to 
wait until the afternoon session.  Allain elaborated that 
José Ignacio had a 10-minute presentation of the guide 
that he wished to present to us.  Sensing the anxious 

anticipation in the room, José Ignacio agreed to shorten his prepared speech to four 
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minutes or less if we agreed to vote to remain for it.  
The group unanimously voted “Yes,” and José 
Ignacio was on!  The new Formation Guide was 
finally distributed, and there was a great release of 
energy in the room. 
 
Both Albert and Raphael were swarmed with well-
wishes and bear hugs from the delegates.  It was 
heart-warming to see the trust and affection the 
Chapter has in these two men. 
 
With these elections, the entire General 
Administration is complete.  The Chapter was very 
pleased with the results of the election process. 
 
The group moved to the lunch line like we hadn’t 
eaten in days.  The truth, however, was that it had 
only been a few hours.  Passing legislation is hard 
work!  (It sounds good anyway!) 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 
When we re-gathered for our afternoon sessions, we once again adopted minutes – 
three sets this time!  Though the English translations of the minutes are not the 
official versions for posterity sake, it is important that whatever we do say 
accurately reflects our sessions.  Sometimes, even the French and Spanish versions 
aren’t exactly as delegates would like.  The secretaries are working hard, but the 
translations are challenging for a host of reasons.  Literal translations don’t usually 
capture everything, and “Google translate” doesn’t quite do it either, as I’ve 
learned from personal experience.  This has been an amazing part of this 
experience for me.  Pentecost isn’t celebrated until this weekend, and we are 
sometimes simply speaking gibberish to others. 
 
After making our way through the language maze, we all examined the fourth 
proposal from the Pre-Chapter Assemblies dealing with Eco-Social Justice.  This 
proposal, coming from the North-South Assembly referenced Pope Francis’ 
Laudato Si, and encouraged more personal and communal reflection on the topic of 
respect for the environment and other ecological issues.  While no one had 
difficulty with the issue, several brothers wanted to nuance the proposal a bit.  In 
the end, it was sent back to the redaction committee to revise in light of Chapter 
conversation. 
 
We broke a few minutes early to set up the PowerPoint presentations for the 
afternoon. 
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First, Brother Felipe from Peru came back 
to the microphone to mention a few things 
he forgot to say during yesterday’s 
presentation.  This was particularly 
important in light of past and upcoming 
conversations on the floor of the Chapter.  
He emphasized how the Brothers in Latin 
America had started collaborating on a host 
of fronts for a number of years.  Formation 
structures began to be shared in 2001 when 
they moved to a combined novitiate.  Since 
that time, they have also come together for 
charism formation programs for partners in 
mission, both brothers and lay partners 
alike, and these joint ventures have now 
been in place for six or seven years.  

Brothers who are “young in spirit” now gather regularly for the purpose of sharing 
ideas on vocation and youth ministry, and others use similar time frames to discuss 
re-configuring the Latin American structures with the Institute and the possibility 
of a common house.  It seems quite promising! 
 
Brother Mark then took the floor to present the Province of the United States (but 
not before I was able to distribute our green wristbands with the phrase, “Livin’ the 
Life of Jesus” emblazoned on them.  
 They were a hit!) 
 
Mark shared the statistics of our 
Province with the Chapter but 
focused most of his time bringing  
out the themes of the Chapter as  
they are lived each day in our  
province.  Not surprising, the  
delegates were especially interested 
in our shared formation programs, 
especially the Coindre Leadership Program, our 
charism workshops and retreats for faculties and 
now, students, Board members, and school 
leaders’ workshops and retreats, and other ways 
our schools collaborate with one another.  Several 
questions were asked and answered, especially by 
the four of us from the U.S. 
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In response 
to the 
Chapter of 
2012, Mark 
elaborated 
on the 
ministry 
and 
individual 
successes 
of New 
Hope Learning Center, but also shared how the 
Center would be closing because of a lack of clients.  
He also spoke of the powerful impact of the St. 
Anne’s Navajo Mission on the Province – to faculty, 
students and parents, alike.  As one brother from our 
entity put it, we were all justifiably proud of all the 
good things going on in our Province, and we heartily 
joined in the applause the Province received after 

Mark’s presentation. 
 
Given the lateness of the hour, we tabled the presentation on the Delegation of the 
Philippines and adjourned for the day. 
 

 
After supper, we had a major international situation.  Brothers from Uruguay, 
Columbia and the U.S. had it out with each other – all at a table over a game of 
UNO.  It was lots of fun, and this group of “younger brothers” seem to have found 
a way of relaxing together while getting to know other parts of the Institute.  I’m 
not saying anything’s crooked, but Colombia brought the cards and they have been 
running the tables.  Brother Alfredo Julio Palacio Salgar has been running the table 
most nights.  When I ask what’s going on, all I get is, “No comprendo.  No se?”  
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P.S.  Everyone wanted to see the picture after I took it.  Brother Luis Antonio 
(Colombia) is holding up my cards!  In all fairness, Brother Emilio Rodrgo 
(Uruguay) was having a bad night. 
 


