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 The 36th General Chapter 
 Brothers of the Sacred Heart 
 From an American, first-timer’s perspective 
 (continued) 
 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018 
 
Yours truly led the Anglophones in prayer and coordinated the liturgy for the day.  Brothers 
Nelson (an ordained Brother) and André (our organist and music director) really make life 
easy for us.  They’re quite flexible, talented and willing to accommodate us to the best of 
their ability.  Though we haven’t had any liturgical dancing, for which I’m sure the brothers 
are most grateful, both of these gentlemen do an outstanding job helping us animate our 
prayer – in three languages or more, sometimes at the same liturgy!  Thanks - Muchas 
Gracias - Merci Beaucoup - Obrigado, Nelson and André! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
The focus of our work for this second-to-last Tuesday in May was getting reports from the 
major Pre-Chapter Assembly working groups on their challenge for topic #4, “A Shared, 
Life-Giving Charism, revisiting the revised vocation proposal (a.k.a. Proposal #2), and 
hearing reports from the Provinces of Oceania and Brazil and the Delegation of the 
Philippines. 
 
To pump up the crowd, Brother Luc Boudreault 
from ComCo informed the assembly of our 
proposed change in schedule for tomorrow’s 
Papal Audience.  What that actually meant, no 
one was sure.  The more he described it, the 
cooler and more uninterested many in the room 
became.  First, we would need to leave extra 
early; morning prayer would be on our own.  
Breakfast would start at 7:00 AM, and departure 
would immediately follow at 8:00 AM.  We have 
approximately 60 people engaged in Chapter activities at present, but we only had tickets for 
40 people.  It didn’t seem like it would be a problem because rain was in the forecast for most 
of Wednesday, and the audience would be outside in the rising temperatures of a Roman 
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summer.  A sign-up sheet would be placed outside the dining room; the first 40 would be able 
to go.  Mass would be moved to 6:30 PM, before our evening meal.  We all took note of his 
comments and began the important work of the day. 
 

Brother Ray Hetu returned to the microphone to recap and briefly 
summarize yesterday’s proceedings, especially recalling the great 
passion of our lay partners in mission who were still in the room.  
He referred to our work as the final thread of a fabric of the Chapter 
quite effectively.  Each language group had their suggested revisions 
on topic 4 prepared and presented them to the assembly.  We 
worked diligently on mentioning the aspects of each that we liked 
best, and then we took a straw vote to see which proposal contained 
more generally acceptable ideas and from which we would craft the 
final theme’s legislation.  It was a tried and true process for us, and 

today’s went well.  We gave our two redactors, Ivy and Martin, lots to take in and use in their 
drafting of a final version. 
 
After the break, we received some great news:  The Vatican announced that Brother Norbert 
had been declared “venerable!”  There was spontaneous and loud applause and cheers.  Pope 
Francis had announced the October 14th canonization of Paul VI and Archbishop Oscar 
Romero.  He also announced the “heroicity of the virtues” of John McAuliffe, Brother 
Norbert, in the same official communique.  The brothers were pumped! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We returned to our work on topic #4, and we diligently attended to our task to reach 
consensus until the moderator called time.   
 
What has come to be known as the “Tower of Babel Effect” got a hold on us in this second 
session of the morning.  One word, e.g. “partner,” crucial to the concept of “partner in 
mission” is quite clear in English but doesn’t work for many in French or Spanish.  A 
“collaborator” could satisfy many in other languages but has a different connotation in 
English and is seldom used by us.  The real issue:  literal translation vs. translation of the 
meaning.  It seems somewhat simple, but we all have words that we have consistently used to 
nuance a particular way of thinking, and yes, it does matter to each of us.  We continued to 
work through it, though we didn’t make the task any easier for Ivy and Martin. 
 
The Provinces of Oceania and Brazil were next on deck to share with us the great work going 
on in those entities. 
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Oceania is a Province much like the Philippines.  As 
Brother Vincent Bae, Provincial, shared with us, his 
entity spans many islands and three countries in the 
South Pacific, namely the islands of New Caledonia, 
Vanuatu, and Wallis and Fortuna.  His province numbers 
20 brothers, who are Melanesian, Polynesian, and 
Caucasian, and was founded by missionaries from 
Canada in.  The brothers live in four communities, and 
depending upon where they are located, speak mostly 
French and a version of English known as Bislamar (pronounced 

“Beach-la-Mar”).  For example:  The motto of the country 
of Vanuatu is: LONG GOD YUMI STANAP (translated: Long 
God, you, me stand up! or God, you and I stand together 
forever!) 
 
The brothers in Oceania work mainly 
in schools and boarding schools in 
particularly remote areas.  The 
Province was devastated by Cyclone 
Pam in 2015, especially the 
structures 

on the island of Vanuatu which were 
completely destroyed.  Brothers Vincent 
and Lino Saksak were profuse in their 
thanks to the entire Institute, but especially 
to the General Council under Brother José 
Ignacio and to the Province of Spain, for 
the tremendous support they received to  
rebuild.  The brothers from this Province  
of the Islands called each of the  
Councilors and representatives from Spain  
forward to appropriately thank them by  
placing beautiful necklaces of shells on  
their necks, wrapping traditional dress  
around their waists, and offering them  
magnificent carved masks.  Everyone was  
quite moved! 
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It was also a real treat when Vincent showed on the 
video screen two pictures of a very young Mark 
Hilton as a postulant visiting the South Pacific 
during his early formation.  They drew all kinds of 
cheers from the crowd! 
 
After a quick stand-up break, the brothers from 
Brazil shared with us their Province, our major 
Portuguese entity in the Institute. 
 

 
Brother Juvanio Coasta Goncalves, 

Provincial, and Brother Elton Lopes da Silva, 
Provincial Councilor and delegate, presented the 
Province of Brazil to the assembly.  Brazil was 
established in 1945, another entity in the Institute 
founded by Canada.  It currently has 26 brothers, 
including four from their mother Province north of 

the U.S.  The 
brothers of Brazil 
live in seven 
different communities in five cities of this South American 
country and run three social centers and two schools.  Unlike 
most other provinces, the main ministry takes place outside of 
school time, i.e. in the afternoon and evenings and on 
weekends.  These social or pastoral centers look and feel like 
school, but are centers for additional academic work, 
homework, and extra-curricular activities and sports.  Outreach 
to the poor is a main effort of the province which also has two 

aspirants and one postulant, presently.  Brazil is a very young Province that is also youthful!  
There are a significant number of young brothers, but regardless of age, the entire entity 
seems to be quite active and engaged. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
The redactors worked hard during siesta and presented to the Chapter their “first blush” of a 

draft immediately following these Province 
presentations.  The new draft was concise, focused, 
and seemingly replete with all the catch phrases that 
were being held closely by each language group.  We 
still filled the next hour with conversation, and Ivy and 
Martin took more notes.  One more redaction is in 
order, and it will be presented on Thursday with a host 
of other proposals. 
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We ended the day, with a presentation on the Delegation 
of the Philippines.  Brother Luc Boudreault, Delegate of 
the Provincial of the U.S., greeted the assembly with 
“Mabuhay!” a traditional Filipino greeting which means 
“to life!”  Luc went on to explain that the Philippine 
Delegation of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart was also 
founded by Canada of the Province of Ottowa in 1959.  

He quickly ran through 
the list of Provinces to 
whom the Delegation has been accountable.  It was 
extensive!  Today, as they word towards becoming an 
independent Province, they are under the supervision of the 
United States. 
 
Today, the Filipino Delegation has 21 members:  19 
professed brothers, 1 novice and 1 aspirant.  These brothers 
own and operate one large school, Cor Jesus College, which 
extends from Kindergarten through graduate school, law 
school and nursing school.  The school is seeking to become 
a university in the near future.  The Delegation also sponsors 
a number of works for the poor, Like Project M.O.S.E.S., a 
program of catechesis and feeding for poor kids living in a 

nearby cemetery, and Iconhope, which sponsors a shelter for 21 street and neglected kids in 
Bogo on the island of Cebu.  Of the 7100 islands of the Philippines, the brothers sponsor 
youth ministries, educational programs and spiritual animation activities on 4 of them.   

 
What was also somewhat 
providential is that we had 3 
visitors from the Philippines 
visiting the Generalate for lunch 
this day.  These gentlemen, all 
Ph.D.s were presenting a paper 
in Barcelona, and decided to 
come to Rome to pay us a visit.  
All three work at our school, Cor 
Jesu College, in Digos City, the 
Philippines 
 
We completed the day’s 
activities with this presentation.  

We left the Chapter hall excited about tomorrow’s visit to the Vatican and anxious about 
Thursday’s BIG voting day.  The Spirit’s in charge!  We’ll see how it goes. 


